
 

Mercy and Life  

Dear friends, 

This past Thursday on parliament hill was held the annual March for life, a campaign of a peace-

ful march to show and testify to our support for a culture of life. By this we mean a culture that values 

human life for what it is. A life of one made in the image and likeness of God. A life with inalienable   

human dignity. A life which before all else, must posses the right to live.  

 For God who has made us in His image and likeness, has imbued us with human dignity. Each life 

is so precious then, that we are commanded in the ten commandments: “Thou shalt not kill.” A command-

ment not only received from on high, but also written in our hearts, in what we call natural law. For we 

know that it is wrong to end a human life.  

 And so seeking to protect human life, because of this God given dignity, this week many across 

Canada, not just Catholics, not just Christians, came to march in defense of this dignity. In support of a 

culture that values human life for what it is.  

 There are, here in our country two particular affronts to that dignity of chief concern. The first is 

abortion: the deliberate termination of a human pregnancy. And euthanasia: directly ending life with the 

intention to eliminate pain and suffering.  

I say these are of chief concern, but this is not to limit the idea of being pro life to just these two 

issues. To defend a culture of life means to support life, not just during pregnancy and at the end of life. 

But every moment of life. That means working towards a culture that defends our human dignity at all 

stages. But in this defense, we must remember the place that mercy must have. “Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful” Luke 6:36.  

As we pray, and march for life, we must remember that we are marching not against anyone. We 

are not marching against anyone, because Christ is not against anyone. Christ hates no one, and neither 

should we.  

We march in defense of a culture of life. We march against affronts to that human dignity. But 

know that we must do so, with the same love, the same charity, which Christ had for all, and that He  

commanded us to have for all.  

And so this is my message for us. That as we strive to live out a culture of life, we remember the 

place that mercy must have in that culture. That those who may have, or who currently support these    

affronts to human dignity are not ours to condemn, but rather ours to love, as Christ does. Remember    

justice is never separated from mercy. And so though we condemn these terrible acts for the evil they are, 

we do not condemn the people. Remember we detest the sin, but love, with all compassion the sinner. As 

we ourselves who are sinners, depend on this merciful love of Christ.  

May God then hear our prayers and aid our efforts, as we with all charity seek to live and defend 

the dignity of human life. From conception, to natural death.  

In Christ 

Fr. Steven Gaudet 


